


peace is our cosmic hope. When we allow God to use us to promote his coming shalom, we will find ourselves 
not only directly tending to the needs of other humans, but also working to bring healing to the earth. 
Therefore, riding bicycles and recycling, composting and planting trees are not simply trendy activities, they can 
be hope-filled illustrations of his coming kingdom.¹

B.  Creation care is unnecessary because the creation will be destroyed when Christ returns. 

This idea raises two key questions. First, where will the resurrected lives of Christians be lived after they die? 
And second, is there a future for the earth itself after the full realization of Christ’s kingdom? Much rests on 



with examples of God’s disappointment and righteous vindication when the expectations he has set are not lived 
out. God really does care about how we live our lives.

Neither does the bible support the notion that God will swoop in to rescue a people who are reaping what they 
have sown. Humanity has been created with free will and is expected to act responsibly and compassionately.⁶ 
If we make bad choices–self-serving choices that do not reflect a Christ-like servanthood for the rest of creation 
(Phil. 2:5–8), justice will come down (Is. 5:8, Ez. 34, Rev. 11:18). While Christ’s sacrificial gift is the ultimate 
rescue package, in the mean time God’s vision for shalomic justice is one He expects us to take seriously and 
fervently practice. Since planetary health is being threatened by our misguided and self-motivated actions, our 
response should be one of repentance and restoration.

The secular world has found great motivation for taking care of our home here on earth. Much of this motivation 
stems from considering the rights of future generations, the rights of other species, recognizing the connections 
between caring for creation and improving human life, and desiring to preserve beauty. Christians have all 
these motivations to stimulate a response, plus more.

We believe the world is deeply loved by God, a love we are called to emulate. Creation is not ours to do with as 
we please. It belongs to God (Psalm 24:1). He has entrusted us to steward it wisely, use it responsibly and 
preserve the conditions necessary for all its inhabitants to flourish.⁷ Redefining our lives so that instead of 
eroding, we help insure the sustainability of the creation, demonstrates our reverence and deep love both for 
the Creator, and for what he has made.
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