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Courageous Awakening
by Emily Wolffis

	 The theme for StreetFest this year was “Courageous Awakening: Opening Hearts and Minds to the City.” Following 
are excerpts from the speech that our StreetFest coordinator, Emily Wolffis, gave to the first-year students just before they went 
into Grand Rapids’ neighborhoods.

	 :KHQ�,�ORRN�EDFN�RQ�P\�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�OLIH�DQG�UHÀHFW�RQ�WLPHV�ZKHQ�,�KDG�WR�DFW�FRXUDJHRXVO\��RQH�RI�WKRVH�HYHQWV�ZDV�
P\�GHFLVLRQ�WR�VWDUW�VHUYLFH�OHDUQLQJ�DV�D�IUHVKPDQ�LQ�FROOHJH��,�WROG�P\VHOI�WKDW�JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG�LQ�*UDQG�5DSLGV�GLGQ¶W�QHHG�WR�
EH�KLJK�RQ�P\�OLVW�RI�WKLQJV�WR�GR�EHFDXVH�,�DP�MXVW�OLYLQJ�KHUH�WHPSRUDULO\�ZKLOH�,�JHW�P\�GHJUHH�

	 ,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�JRW�LQWR�PH��EXW�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�ZHQW�E\��DQG�,�WRRN�D�VPDOO�VWHS�RI�FRXUDJH��,�¿QDOO\�OHW�JR�RI�P\�IHDUV�
DQG�H[FXVHV�DQG�VWDUWHG�KHOSLQJ�RXW�E\�EHFRPLQJ�LQYROYHG�LQ�
P\�GRUP�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�DQ�DIWHU�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�IRU�D�IHZ�
KRXUV�HDFK�ZHHN��,�ZLVK�,�KDGQ¶W�KDG�VXFK�D�SUREOHP�ZDNLQJ�
XS�WR�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�LQ�P\�FRPPXQLW\��,�ZLVK�
,�KDG�PRUH�FRXUDJH��,�ZLVK�,�ZHUH�PRUH�RSHQ�PLQGHG�DQG�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�VWHS�RXW�RI�P\�FRPIRUW�]RQH��%XW�WKH�WUXWK�LV��,�GLG�
VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�WKHVH�WKLQJV��DQG�,�VWLOO�GR��,�KDYH�WR�FRQVWDQWO\�
UHPLQG�P\VHOI�WR�EH�RSHQ�PLQGHG�

	 0\�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�WKH�NLGV�DW�WKH�DIWHU�VFKRRO�SUR�
JUDP�JDYH�PH�D�KXJH�ZDNH�XS�FDOO�DQG�OHG�WR�ZKDW�,�FDOO�DQ�

³DKD�´�PRPHQW��,�ZRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�PRUH�WLPHV�WKDQ�QRW��³DKD�´�PRPHQWV�DUH�QRW�LQVWDQWDQHRXV��EXW�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�D�VORZ�SURFHVV�
RI�EXLOGLQJ�XS�LQVLJKWV��FRQYHUVDWLRQV��DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�FXOPLQDWH�LQWR�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�GHE怄뀀。쀉Ӱ
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StreetFest 2011
��2Q�6HSWHPEHU����������&DOYLQ�VWXGHQWV�VHUYHG�DW����	

	 *UDQG�5DSLGV�FRPPXQLW\�SDUWQHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV
�������ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�DOO�LQFRPLQJ�VWXGHQWV�GLG�	

	 6WUHHW)HVW�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\
�������ZDV�WKH���WK�DQQXDO�6WUHHW)HVW
��������VWXGHQWV��¿UVW�\HDU��WUDQVIHU�VWXGHQWV��RULHQWD�	

	 WLRQ�OHDGHUV��DQG�6WUHHW)HVW�OHDGHUV��SDUWLFLSDWHG�
�����IDFXOW\�VWDII�PHQWRUV�SDUWLFLSDWHG
�����6�/&�VWDII�PHPEHUV�FRRUGLQDWHG

)ROORZLQJ�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV��VWXGHQWV�DUWLFXODWHG�WKHLU�
UHÀHFWLRQV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�RQ�D�ODUJH�³JUDI¿WL�ZDOO�´�:H�
KRSH�WKLV�LV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�FRPPXQLW\�
UHÀHFWLRQ�DV�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�VHUYLFH�OHDUQLQJ��
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Spring Break Trip Mentors
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What do you like most about Grand Rapids?
Kelly Larsen, CPC Coordinator






