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Courageous Awakening
by Emily Wolffis

 The theme for StreetFest this year was “Courageous Awakening: Opening Hearts and Minds to the City.” Following 
are excerpts from the speech that our StreetFest coordinator, Emily Wolffis, gave to the first-year students just before they went 
into Grand Rapids’ neighborhoods.
 When I look back on my own personal life and reþect on times when I had to act courageously, one of those events was 

my decision to start service-learning as a freshman in college. I told myself that getting involved in Grand Rapids didnôt need to 
be high on my list of things to do because I am just living here temporarily while I get my degree.
 I donôt know what got into me, but a few weeks went by, and I took a small step of courage. I ýnally let go of my fears 

and excuses and started helping out by becoming involved in 
my dorm partnership with an after-school program for a few 
hours each week. I wish I hadnôt had such a problem waking 
up to opportunities to get involved in my community. I wish 
I had more courage. I wish I were more open-minded and 
willing to step out of my comfort zone. But the truth is: I did 
struggle with these things, and I still do. I have to constantly 
remind myself to be open-minded.
 My experiences with the kids at the after-school pro-

gram gave me a huge wake up call and led to what I call an 
ñaha!ò moment. I would argue that more times than not, ñaha!ò moments are not instantaneous, but the result of a slow process 
of building up insights, conversations, and experiences that culminate into the realization of deb ָ
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StreetFest 2011
Å On September 1, 2011, Calvin students served at 72  

 Grand Rapids community partner organizations
Å 2011 was the ýrst year all incoming students did  

 StreetFest on the same day
Å 2011 was the 19th annual StreetFest
Å 1,190 students (ýrst-year, transfer students, orienta- 

 tion leaders, and StreetFest leaders) participated 
Å 57 faculty/staff mentors participated
Å 20 S-LC staff members coordinated

Following their experiences, students articulated their 
reþections and questions on a large ñgrafýti wall.ò We 
hope this is the beginning of a tradition of community 
reþection as an integral part of service-learning. 
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Spring Break Trip Mentors
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