


Resources: 

 What words come to mind when you see this picture?  

 
o 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/story/2012-04-05/deportations-immigration-report-parents/54040378/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/story/2012-04-05/deportations-immigration-report-parents/54040378/1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtRmS7q9DlM
http://apps.detnews.com/apps/history/index.php?id=109
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-27/arizona-businesses-brace-for-pain-over-immigration-ruling.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-27/arizona-businesses-brace-for-pain-over-immigration-ruling.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/fixing-immigration-system-america-s-21st-century-economy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/fixing-immigration-system-america-s-21st-century-economy


http://www.helium.com/items/1842739-immigrants
http://family.helium.com/topic/4040-ellis-island
http://www.helium.com/items/1842739-immigrants


¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ people don't complain 
They let his ancestors remain. 

 
Documents made for a fee 

http://miorganizingproject.org/


o Roosevelt Park Ministries 

o Woodlawn CRC – ESL program 

o Bethany Christian Service – Refugee Services 

 Detailed immigration report from 2010 with statistics about immigrants and refugees 

http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/yearbook/2010/ois_yb_2010.pdf 

 Enrique’s Journey 

o Wonderful story written about why people from Central America come to the 

United States and the journey some endure to get here. 

 Movies to watch (Please read ratings and summaries of movies before showing them to 

large groups. I am not advocating for any of these movies as wholesome/feel-good movies, 

but they do all deal with themes of immigration in some way.) 

o A Better Life 

The story of an illegal immigrant from Mexico who comes to the United States 

with the hope of creating a better life for him and his son. Looks at the many 

trials they face in their search for “a better life”. 

o Crossing Arizona 

This is a documentary examining both sides of the Immigration issues in Arizona, 

including insight into the decisions and events leading up to the present state of 

http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/yearbook/2010/ois_yb_2010.pdf


Mayan Indian peasants, tired of being thought of as nothing more than "brazos 

fuertes" ("strong arms", i.e., manual laborers) and organizing in an effort to 

improve their lot in life, are discovered by the Guatemalan army. After the army 

destroys their village and family, a brother and sister, teenagers who just barely 

escaped the massacre, decide they must flee to "El Norte" ("the North", i.e., the 

USA). After receiving clandestine help from friends and humorous advice from a 

veteran immigrant on strategies for traveling through Mexico, they make their 

way by truck, bus and other means to Los Angeles, where they try to make a new 

life as young, uneducated, and illegal immigrants.  

o Spanglish 

A woman and her daughter emigrate from Mexico for a better life in America, 

where they start working for a family where the patriarch is a newly celebrated 

chef with an insecure wife. 

o The Visitor 

A slow and quiet romantic drama about a lonely Connecticut University 

professor named Walter (in the midst of his own life-reflection) who finds a 

couple of illegal immigrants living in his New York apartment. His life becomes 

intertwined with that of the troubles and challenges of Tarek, a Syrian musician, 

and his girlfriend Zainab, a Senegalese street jewelry vendor. The group becomes 

a strange, gentle and inspiring trio, each gaining trust and strength from the 

other. 

 

If you have any suggestions or comments on what we can improve, please contact us at slc@calvin.edu or 616-526-6455. 

mailto:slc@calvin.edu

