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progress can be made in many other areas.  It is the objective of the Environmental Stewardship 

Committee that this statement will enhance our efforts, in all we say and do, wherever we may 

be, to further the Kingdom of God on earth.   

 

Intent 

 This statement is intended to challenge all of us to lead lives of meaning and purpose in 

relationship to the physical world, lives that promote healing and reconciliation among all 

elements of the creation.  This statement challenges us to move forward and presents many 

examples and starting points for education and action.  We recognize not everything can be done 

at once, and that although the guidelines are enduring, some of these examples and suggestions 

will be altered or deleted, and additional suggestions may be added.  We also recognize that 

tensions may exist between some listed goals, yet we offer this document to assist us all to move 

closer to the coming shalom. 

 

Implementation 
 Implementation and adoption of suggestions and recommendations will be more 

successful if compatible with broad economic goals.  Sustainable practices most easily promoted 

and accepted will be those that generate economic savings or are economically neutral in the 

short or medium term.  Those that generate economic savings in the long term should likewise be 

possible to implement, and cost-saving sustainable practices should be identified and 

implemented.  Still, other sustainable practices may carry an economic penalty but may be the 

right thing to do because of the benefits they convey to the creation and/or because of their 

educational value.  We also recognize that some sustainable practices may be unreasonable at 

this time because the financial burden they carry would outweigh any other potential benefits.  

We recognize, however, in light of our shared Reformed vision for shalom, that short-term 

financial criteria are only one set of guidelines to be used in making value judgments concerning 

the appropriateness of our collective behavior.   

 

 

GUIDELINES 

 

1.   Teaching and Research 

Calvin College rightly prides itself on the integration of its Reformed faith with the teaching 

and research that is conducted here.  This integration as it pertains to stewardship is a 

hallmark of many classes.  Yet we encourage principles of stewardship and sustainability to 

find expression across all disciplines at Calvin.  We also encourage more research and 

scholarship to engage the theological and ethical framing of sustainability principles, as well 

as the practical working out of this commitment.  Our vision is that all of our students, upon 

graduation, will be steeped in stewardship ethics and thereby motivated to lead lives that 

honor these principles.  Examples and suggestions that could be studied and analyzed for 

education and action include: 

 

 Develop a Biblical understanding of stewardship as it relates to sustainability 

activities both in our personal and institutional lives. 

 Strengthen and prioritize environmental studies and research. 

 Teach energy and environmental literacy to all students. 
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 Create residential water conservation plans with Student Leaders. 

 Pursue water conservation technologies. 

 Protect ground water and storm run-off by minimizing use of salt for ice-melting. 

 Use drought-resistant plantings and minimize irrigation. 

 

6. Hazardous Materials 

The college acknowledges the importance of the safe management of ignitable, corrosive, 

reactive and toxic materials. We are committed to the protection of human health and the 

environment from the potential hazards of waste. We will explore ways to reduce the amount 

of hazardous materials generated and ensure that waste management is environmentally 

sound.  Examples and suggestions that could be studied and analyzed for education and 

action include: 

 

 Meet or exceed legal “haz mat” handling, collection, disposal, and tracking 

requirements 

 Educate campus hazardous waste generators about minimization and proper 

disposal techniques. 

 Investigate new concepts for reducing and reusing hazardous materials. 
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 Maximize housing options on campus to encourage students living on campus and 

not driving to classes. 

 

8. F
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10. Building Construction:  New and Renovation 

"The built environment has a profound impact on our natural environment, economy, health 
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12. Investment Policies 

 The goal of socially conscious investing by individual shareholders is investment in 

companies that operate ethically, provide social benefits, and are sensitive to the 

environment.  Because Calvin College currently invests in “funds of funds” rather than 

picking individual stocks, we have limited opportunities to exert shareholder influence on 

corporations.  That notwithstanding, the college should not neglect opportunities to serve as 

an “agent of shalom” in evaluating investment options.  Examples and suggestions that could 

be studied and analyzed for education and action include: 

 

     Establish environmental criteria for financial investments. 

     Use stockholder influence to encourage environmentally responsible business  

  practices.  

 

 13.  Outreach. 
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The members of the Environmental Stewardship Committee are: 

 

Phil Beezhold  


