
Homelessness Reflection Guide 

Definition: 

It is important to recognize that understanding homelessness requires a grasp of several social 

issues: poverty, affordable housing, disability, and others. Homelessness is simply when people 

or households are unable to acquire and/or maintain housing they can afford. 

Statistics: 

 There are 643,067 people experiencing homelessness on any given night in the United 

States. 

 12 percent of the homeless population are veterans. 

 About 25 percent of the homeless population has serious mental illness, including chronic 

depression, bipolar disorder, and schizophrenia. 

 46 percent of homeless respondents reported having an alcohol use problem in the past 

year. 



http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-12/homeless-children-increase/51851146/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-12/homeless-children-increase/51851146/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/story/2012-03-07/homeless-prisoners-buddhist-art-rehab/53400632/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/story/2012-03-07/homeless-prisoners-buddhist-art-rehab/53400632/1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/11/01/youth-homelessness-awaren_n_341661.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/11/01/youth-homelessness-awaren_n_341661.html
http://www.nctsnet.org/resources/public-awareness/national-homeless-youth-awareness-month
http://www.nctsnet.org/resources/public-awareness/national-homeless-youth-awareness-month
http://www.nationalhomeless.org/publications/crimreport/2006_index.html
http://www.usich.gov/issue/alternatives_to_criminalization


 What is the best method of dealing with this issue? 

 Taking into consideration the above characteristics of a homeless person (addicted, 

mentally ill, veteran, African-American), do you think we as Christians have an obligation to 

care for these individuals? 

What Now: Resources for Further Engagement  

 Degage Ministries: 

o http://www.degageministries.org/ 

o 

http://www.degageministries.org/
http://www.heartside.org/
http://www.meltrotter.org/
http://www.endhomelessness.org/
mailto:slc@calvin.edu

