
The Servetus 





Inquisition at Zaragoza , Spain takes 

action against him 

June 1532   

decree by the Inquisition for his 

apprehension is issued at Toulouse 

1534 

in Paris studying medicine and working 

as professor of mathematics; failed to 

meet with the young John Calvin to 

debate theological issues 

above: silver medal from Spain commemorating   
Michael Servetus’ scientific discovery of   

pulmonary circulation (1969) 

1536­1538 

graduates from the University of Paris after studying geography and medicine 

1540 

may have earned medical degree from University of Montpellier 

1541­1545 

edited Pagnini Bible in seven volumes 

1546­1547 

correspondence with Calvin; manuscript of Christianismi Resitutio (The 

1546­1548 

Restitution of Christianity) sent to Calvin; Calvin corresponded with Farel, Calvin's long time 

friend, advisor, and first Reformer in Geneva concerning Servetus' writings 

January 3, 1553   

Christianismi Restitutio printed in Lyon ; 

February 26, 1553   

Through a letter written by the Genevan Guillaume de Trie, a cousin to the printer in Lyon, 

Servetus is exposed in Vienne, a French city near Lyon , 

March 15­17, 1553   

interrogated in Vienne 

April 4, 1553   

imprisoned in Vienne 

April 7, 1553   

escapes from prison in Vienne 



June 17, 1553   

condemned to death (in absentia) in Vienne by the French Catholic Inquisition 

August 13, 1553 

on route to Italy he lodged overnight in Geneva but was recognized and at Calvin's request was 

imprisoned by the city magistrates 

October 26, 1553   

condemned to death by Council of Geneva 

October 27, 1553   

informed about condemnation and burned at the stake 

December 23, 1553   

posthumous condemnation of Servetus by the ecclesiastical court and Archbishop of Vienne 

February 1554   
publication of Calvin's book, Defensio Orthodoxae Fidei (Defense of the True Faith) 
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